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WINTER STORMS, STATE OF EMERGENQ, AND DOWNED COMPUTERS CLOSE SCHOOL
By Andrew E. Fischer
On the morning of January 7, 1994 an ice
storm descended on the Delaware Valley. This
storm created hazardous road conditions and
disrupted some utility service. It also caused
the closing of the Villanova University School
of Law.
Normally, the decision to close the Law
School (or open it late) is reached through a
caucus of the three Deans with Dean Steven P.
Frankino making the ultimate decision.
However, Dean Frankino was out of town
during the January 7 ice storm and did not
participate actively in the caucus. His return
flight to Philadelphia on Monday was
apparently unaffected and arrived on schedule.
Normally the school-closing caucus follows
a certain rough pattern. As early as 5:00 A.M.,
the Deans are up listening to news reports for a
preliminary assessment of area weather
conditions. The Deans judge whether the day's
programs can be mounted. That is, they
consider if the parking lot at the Law School
can be sufficiently cleared and if the School's
sidewalks can be made reasonably safe. Next,
the Deans consider whether people can get to
the Law School. This phase involves listening
to weather reports and talking to the facilities
management and public safety departments to
access the state of area roads. Finally, the
difficulty of rescheduling classes is considered.
While the school has a computer program to
check potential class rescheduling conflicts,
the program does not consider outside
class obligations such as employment and
familial duties (such as child-care). January 7
was Registration Day at the Law School and
presented an additional scheduling conflict.
For Registration, the Bursar comes to the
Law school along with two computers and
receipt machines. These computers require
special advance wiring by UCIS (University
Computer and Information Services). Dean
Robert P. Garbarino indicated that this wiring
is difficult to reschedule as is the registration

process itself, which occurs in Room 101 (a
much-used classroom).
When a decision is made to open the Law
School late or not at all, the Deans call
department heads who then call others along
certain predetermined chains. This is to get
the school closing information out to faculty
and the administration. The Law School also
has a recorded phone message at 519-7000 to
further disperse closing information. Dean
Doris Del Tosto Brogan provides school

While the Ice Storm created havoc among the streets and sidewalks of the
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Philadelphia area, it also created some spectacular scenery.

closing information via a secret code to KYWAM Radio for mass dissemination.
After conferring with Dean Brogan on
January 7, Dean Garbarino initially made the
decision to open the Law School two hours
late. However, by 10:00 AM the road
conditions in the area were treacherous and
both the Blue Route and the University were
closing. Dean Garbarino then made the

School Officially Recognizes
Pro Bono Law Student Association
by Nathan Murawsky
Over the winter break, the Pro Bono Law
Students Association and the Renaissance Law
Society were officially recognized by the law
school administration, bringing the total
number of officially recognized student groups
up to twenty seven.
Tlie Pro Bono Law Students Association
was founded by William Nash (2L) and 13
other students. The Association's purpose was
partly to replace the Public Interest Law
Society which was dissolved by the Student
Bar Association last semester.
The Association's other main purpose was
to give Villanova Law Students access to the
pro bono law field comparable to city schools
such as Temple and University of
Pennsylvania. In an interview, Nash stated
that with the exception of the VCLS program,
there was almost no means to gain pro bono
law experience. As a result, the Association
would give students the chance to learn about
pro bono work, and also network with
Villanova alumni in the pro bono field.
Nash believes that the Association will
help to alleviate misconceptions about what
pro bono work entailed. "Many students think
that pro bono work is exclusively dealing with
criminals, while in fact is deals with many
more areas of the law." These areas include
any not-for-profit organization which do not
have the funds to pay for counsel, and housing
disputes such as discriminatory housing

decision to close the school for the day.
"Dangerous icy conditions of this sort are
phenomena that are particularly common to the
Delaware Valley," remarked Dean Garbarino,
citing a special study done by Philadelphia
Electric Company.
However, that Friday was just the
beginning as after one week of classes, the
entire next week was cancelled due to the
weather. On Monday, January 17, the day of
classes were cancelled immediately following

practices or landlord/tenant cases.
The format of the Association is to have
students interact with alumni in pro bono field
by either speaking with attomeys in the field or
perhaps even working part-time. Nash
remarked that the program would be
advantageous to both the attorney and the
student. The attorney could get much needed
help and the student can gain valuable
experience.
Nash has received positive feedback from
many of the professors, who believe that pro
bono work is a great method of learning. The
professors further commented that pro bono
work is so useful the school should have the
work as a mandatory part of the curriculum at
Villanova.
There has already been a strong alumni
response to the Association, and numerous
alumni have expressed a serious interest in
getting involved. Nash stated that alumni will
first be screened by the administration, and
then the students will be able to contact the
alumni to determine what type of program will
be created.
Nash hopes that the Association will help to
educate first year students about a field that is
often looked past because of the financial
constraints involved. "Pro Bono work can be
very rewarding, and this group will give
students a chance to work with attomeys and
actually help people."

the 10:40 classes. Dean Frankino stated that
the snow and ice was responsible for the
closing. This was the only day, though, when

the weather would be the sole reason for the
closing of the Law School.
Tuesday not only brought the same
miserable conditions, but the parking lots
would not have been cleared in time. Dean
Frankino stated that it then became a "matter
of safety."
Peimsylvania Governor Casey issued a state
of emergency on Wednesday that required all
non-essential traffic not be on the roads. The
state of emergency was then carried over to
Thursday.
Also on Thursday, and all day Friday, the
Philadelphia Electric Company use scheduled
brown outs to conserve energy. However, the
school was not aware of when the brown outs
would arrive, and when they did, the
computers which control the school's functions
went down. As a result, the systems are still
down, and being operated manually.
As a matter of priority, the parking lot was
cleared on Saturday so that the remiel
competition could go on as plaimed.
The faculty meet on Monday, January 24 to
decide how the missed classes will be made
up. Dean Frankino had proposed 8 different
possibilities which were voted on by the
faculty. The vote resulted in the policy that
there will be no official rescheduling of
classes, and the week will be a loss.
As this article is being written, there is
again the possibility of the school closing
again. Dean Brogan noted that while "we may
"S""'
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doesn't mean everyone must be here. Use your
own judgment. It's not worth your life."
However, she also indicated that this should
not be taken to mean that classes should be cut
"for the heck of it.''

A Prague Summer
by Catherine Murphy
Question: What summer experience lets
you met the movers and shakers of a
revitalized government, gives you an
opportunity to run into the President at a
concert, and meet some of the justices of the
highest court in the land?
Answer: A study abroad program in
Prague, the capital of the Czech Republic.
These are but a few of the experiences of Sally
Brenner and her classmates who participated
in the University of San Francisco's study
abroad program at Charles University.
During the summer of 1993, Sally earned
credits for law school while studying with one
American and three Czech professors. As
Theresa Pileggi found out in Ireland, the study
abroad programs provide a great opportunity
to meet and talk with native professors.
One of Sally's Czech' professors was a
former councilman from Prague under the
Communist regime. It's difficult to imagine
what a former Communist would teach to
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American and Canadian students. This
professor, dubbed "the colonel" by the
students, taught about legislation prior to the
Czech's peaceful revolution.
Another of the Czech professors is a friend
of President Havel and a former dissident.
During the summer, he was appointed to the
Czech Constitutional Court. This professor
talked about the current problems facing the
new republic. He discussed the proposed
legislation for lustration, a process of
investigating someone's background to
determine whether he or she worked as a highlevel officer or informant in the former
Communist govemment. The legislation was
extremely controversial because the purpose
was to keep former Communists out of the
new govemment. Another hot topic centered
on the privatization of govemment property.
Basic rights which Americans take for granted
like the right to property ownership and
compensation for govemment taking of private
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Student Bar Association Minutes
SBA MINUTES
JANUARY 13,1994
Members Present: Chris Pepe, Sean Fahey,
Steve Odabashian, Trish Sonnenborn, Mike
Green, Candice Polsky, Kim Toomey, Trish
Curran, Kim Gunter, Carlos Guzman, Steve
Brancato, Melissa Francis, Lauren Lonergan,
Chris Boccaccio, Carl Baker, Nycole Watson,
Geri Kemisan, Laura Kissinger, Phil Degnen
* Welcome back everyone!
* The Client Counseling Competition will
begin next week. The Nationals will be held
in Malibu, California and the International
Finals will be held in Scotland. Good luck to
all those participating.
* The national Work-A-Day Program will be
held on Saturday, January 29, 1994. This is a
program where law students all over the
country agree to do pro-bono work for the day.
One hundred out of 176 law schools will be
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participating! Practicing attorneys will do
their pro-bono work on another designated
day. Villanova may link up with Temple and
Widener - check the minutes next week for
more information, and also the Newsletter.
* The Barrister's Ball will be held on Friday,
February 18, 1994 at the Sheraton Valley
Forge. It will
* The second annual Reuschlein Speaker
Series will be held on Wednesday, March 9.
Look for more information about this series
when the date draws near.
* The 100 DAYS PARTY, that is, 100 days
until the third years graduate, will be held on
February 8th in the cafeteria.
* Book Sale; Criminal law books and
comparative law books will be on sale one day
next week. There will be a poster with the
exact date and time.
* The Spring Budget Meeting will be held on
January 26th. Budgets are due in the SBA
mailbox by the end of the day, January 24th.
* Plaid-lettered sweatshirts are still available,
see an SBA member.
* To All Organization heads: In order for
Mrs. Fricker to relay any messages to your
organization, she needs to contact your voice
mailbox. This can only occur if your mailbox
is set up. Please do so as soon as possible.

SOMEONE YOU SHOULD KNOW:
-SCOTT SHAFFER
If you ask students, he is the most laidback relaxed person at Villanova Law School.
Others say he is the best possible judge to get
as a first year in your oral arguments. Others
are just happy that he "hangs out" with the
students and goes to student functions.
Perhaps, however, he is best known as the
librarian with a poster of Jerry Garcia of the
Grateful Dead up in his office. He is Scott
Shaffer, the head reference librarian here at
Villanova Law School.
Shaffer's path to Villanova has taken him
full circle.
Shaffer received his
undergraduate degree from the University of
Pennsylvania, and then went to the
University of Minnesota Law School. His
reason for traveling to the midwest: "I wanted
that mellow midwest type of atmosphere."
(Ed: Those of you from the midwest know
what he is talking about) After graduation,
Shaffer took a position with a law firm in
Utica, N.Y., not far from his hometown of

Syracuse. The law firm lifestyle, however,
was not for him.
Shaffer then took a job at Brooklyn Law
School where he studied for his M.L.S.
(Masters in Library Science) at Rutgers
University. After he received his degree, he
took a job at the library of the University of
Miami Law School in Florida.
The circle was completed when Shaffer
accepted a position here at Villanova. Shaffer
remarked that his reason for returning to
Philadelphia was that he had family here, and
had a great respect for the school.
Another aspect of Villanova that Shaffer
appreciated was the attitude of the students.
"Stadents here have a well-balanced approach
to law school. The students take law school
seriously, but do not over do it to the extent
where it becomes harmful."
Outside of the law school, Shaffer enjoys
numerous non-law related activities. He likes
to ski and hike, and is glued to the T.V.
during March to watch college
basketball. As for the Grateful
Dead, Shaffer mentioned that
his like for the Dead had gone
on "way too long", and that he
had"wasted too much time and
money when [he] was younger.
He still, however, remains a
fan today.
As for the library, Shaffer
expects no major changes in
the near future, although he is
open to suggestions. "This is
an excellent library, however,
if any of the students have an
idea of how to improve the
library, they should let us
know. We are always open to
new ideas."
Those of you who had
Shaffer for Legal Research or
have had him save your day by
finding the one last book
already know it, but for those
of you who do not, Scott
Shaffer is definitely someone
you should know.

Scott Shaffer is the head reference librarian and graduate of University of Buffalo
Law School, not to mention an avid fan skiing, college hoops, hiking and of Jerry
Garcia and the Grateful Dead.

SMOKING POLICY

The SBA would just like to remind
all Villanova Law students of the current
law school smoking policy. The present
smoking policy bans smoking in all areas
of the law school building, except for the
smoking section of the cafeteria. There
is some obvious confusion as to what
constitutes the smoking section of the
cafeteria. The cafeteria's smoking
section (from the perspective of a student
entering from the parking lot) consists
only of the tables against the walls to the
left-hand side, and the row of tables
adjacent to those wall/window tables.
The smoking section does not make up
one-half of the cafeteria. Part of the
problem is that first-year students were
never informed of the policy and the
problem is definitely not their fault.
Hopefully through this reminder and
through additional signs, table teepees,
etc., the situation will get resolved.

GOT AN IDEA FOR A
HflX OR¥-8 H1 rt

THAT YOU WOULD
LIKE TO SEE THE SBA
MAKE?
The
Sfudenf
Bar
Associaiion is looking for
siudenfs who have ideas
for hats and J-shirfs for
the
iaw
school
corDmunify.
If
you
have
any
sugge s iions,please
confacf Chris Boccaccio
a i the SB/? office In Room
3^.

Love Seed IVlama Jximp
Celebrates First Release
by George R. Tsakataras
Are you sick
of Mother Nature
pummeling you
with ice storm
after snowstorm?
Wish you were
back where its
warm with friends
and
family?
Wish you'd gone*
where its warm?
Disturbed to be revisiting your pals
Dukeminier, LeFevre, Tribe, etc? Ready to
"jump" into an upbeat, sunmier mood? LSMJ
to the rescue.
Love Seed Mama Jump released their first
album, "Drunk at the Stone Balloon", over
Christmas break. It combines two excellent
originals with covers ranging from The
Grateful Dead to Camper Van Beethoven played the Love Seed way which allows New
Order to swing, John Denver to punk out, and
the Doors to get funky. The album was
recorded in September 1993, at the Stone
Balloon, in Newark, Delaware, in front of a
typically hysterical crowd. The frenzy their
live performances create is invigorating to
witness - from an entire deck bouncing and
seemingly moving as one every Thursday night
at Dewey Beach in the summer, to students
going mosh happy, throwing one another
around in the mud by the stage at Villanova's
homecoming this past fall. Remarkably, this
live disc captures much of the raw energy that
defines the LSMJ shows. This is no easy
accomplishment. Many music critics have
contended that it took Bruce Springstein
several albums and a new producer to come
close to capturing his legendary live magic on
vinyl. Another surprise, coming from a first
release by a local band, is the extraordinary
sound quality.
The album was mixed by Martin LeMaire
and Craig Melvin, a friend of the band who had
previously worked with such major acts as Yes
and Gloria Estefan. Melvin had just finished
doing monitors for Estefan's latest tour. He
wanted continuity to be a strength and, as a
result, the album consists of one complete set,
without any of the big breaks between songs
often heard on live albums as songs are
commercially cut and pasted. Melvin's skill
produced a live recording that dwarfs what
we've come to expect from first time live
albums. The sound quality of "Drunk at the
Stone Balloon" far exceeds what a Rolling
Stone reviewer sarcastically called the "mid-fi"
sound of Jane's Addiction's first, live album.
The audio separation of instruments is much
clearer than the Guns N' Roses' "Live Like a
@##*?! Suicide" EP re-released in 1988 as half
of their GN'R Lies album. This separation

allows truer appreciation of the subtle riffs
guitarists Will Stack and Brian Gore sneak in,
the harmonica skill of lead singer Rick Arzt
and the sweet beat Pete Wiedman on bass,
Dave James on percussion, and Paul Voshell
on Drums. The separation is best appreciated
on the two originals.
"She Likes the Dead", tells the story of a
trendy young woman who's changed her
identity from what was hip then, punk rock, for
what she believes is hip now, the Grateful
Dead (who hasn't known someone who jumped
dead-headfirst onto the Dead's re-emerged
bandwagon). From beginning to end this song
combines quality playing and vocals, a
harmonica riff that you will wake up humming
(I have) and comical lyrics that'll amuse: "You
used to wear all black and that was
cool/Drinking whisky and skipping school/But
now you think that Jerry rules/Shave your
@##?! legs!" "Free", the other original, is an
ode to the beach tune lyrically ripe with
summer imagery and trademark humor.
Musically, "Free" captures the relaxing
rhythmic flow of a beautiful beach day. As
percussionist Dave James told me, "We like to
keep the summer attitude year round". That
spirit and energy is what the band conveys live,
and its captured, I believe in this recording.
Surprisingly, from a group that to this point has
been more of a cover band, it's the two
originals that truly stand apart after repeated
album listening.
Describing the other nine songs as cover
tunes, however is a gross misrepresentation.
The songs are arranged in such unique ways
that the originals sometimes serve as mere
skeletons until Love Seed dresses them up - a
little Dave James percussion jam here, a new
Pete Wiedman bassline there, a change in
tempo to top it off. Friends who've heard the
disc haven't been able to recognize certain
cover songs until they hear a familiar lyric,
even on songs where I know they're very
familiar with the original recording. To truly
appreciate the changes pick up a copy - if you
can find one.
Thanks to good word of mouth, a positive
review in "Out and About", and a featured
artist spot on WDRE's Sunday Night local
music show on January 9th, response to the
release has been enthusiastic. The initial run of
1500 has sold out at the Stone Balloon in
Newark and the Main Lion in Devon. Fear not,
more will be arriving soon. Until then, try to
catch them at The Stone Balloon, Main Lion or
Brownie's in Woodlawn and Plymouth Meeting
and look for them this summer at the Rusty
Rudder in Dewey Beach, Scandals in Ocean
City Md. or Fred's Tavern in Stone Harbor.
Seen live. Love Seed Mama Jump conveys
great energy, emotion and passion. "Drunk at
the Stone Balloon" captures that spirit.

January, 1994 • THE DOCKET • Page 3

•DOCKET

TWELVE THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT WINTER BREAK, EXAMS AND MY LIFE

•E'DITO^IAL

BY THE BIHER YOUNG MAN

To the Villanova Law Community,

1. Reading Days? First years are probably
wondering what reading days are. They are
Harding. We have all heard the names, we useless. It was my understanding that you
have all heard the stories, and each one of us were supposed to use reading days to catch up
on the 800 pages of reading you missed in
has a particular favorite. Everyday, brazen each class. Unfortunately two days is barely
across the front page of the daily papers are the enough time to finish the Daily News, even if
latest results fi-om the courtroom. But are these you skip over the advertisements for Al's
Diamond Cabaret.
headlines results, or is the media itself a factor
Jackson, Bobbit, Buftafuco, Menedez, ;ind

in these decisions.

You know what are an institutional failures:
Innocent until proven guilty; supposedly awful athletic facilities; grade deflation;
this is the way our system works. But in the combative professors; see above; and
Voicemail.
age of mass media, most of society makes up
its mind on someone',s guilt or innocence 2. Common Sense Tips for Studying.
— Don't drink while you study (unless you
before a trial ever takes place.
Many believed there was no possible legal plan to take your exam in the same state)
— Don't listen to anything yoiw study group
analysis that could have saved Lorena Bobbit comes up with after 2 AM.
or the Menedez brothers from going to jail — Try to sleep (at least once during exams)
But to the surprise of many, Lorena Bobbit was — Please shower (and if you don't get ready
and look like crap, please try to cover up).
acquitted, Lyle Menedez had a miss trial and
— Don't start a diet during exams.
Erik Menedez still awaits his fate. Critics of

that time. Or someone will ask what seems to
be a simplistic question, only you can't answer
it.
You know what I can't figure out: why the
price of pretzels in the cafeteria has
skyrocketed (must be a salt shortage). This
was suggested by a certain Santalike Third
Year.
5. Rhetorical Questions about Exams. Is it
ridiculous for a professor to ask questions on
subjects that were hastily covered in class (if at
all)? Is it absurd for a professor to devote a
substantial portion of the exam to subjects that
were only covered in the last class? Is it
disconcerting when a professor asks questions
that cover other subjects? Is there anything
more annoying than the person who mumbles
while taking an exam? Is there anything more
unfair than cheating on an exam?
You know what I hate about winter in
Philadelphia: Let's see, Arctic blasts of wind
that chill your nose, ears and the gap at your
back between your shirt and pants; Ice; Snow;
Shriveling; Gray Skies; Frozen golf courses;
Short days.

the media explain these results on the fact that The "you know they still can't fool me dep't."
juries ignore the law and the judge's That DO NOT ENTER sign really means you
can exit out of the parking lot. Is there any
instructions and instead implement their
more ineffective traffic sign in America.
version of what the law should be.
6. How to handle the obligatory "How did you
Surprise number three: Michael Jackson 3. The Library. It's an absolute horrorshow do?" question asked by friends and relatives.
during exams because of its inhabitants. Why? You respond to the ignoramus who knows
settles. A recent T.V. poll showed that over
People always surround you and ask you nothing about law school: "Ask me in April
2/3 of the public believed Jackson was guilty questions as if you know anything (especially when we receive our grades."
because he settled out of court. Whether if you weren't in that class). People crowd
You know what I like about winter in
Jackson is innocent or guilty, the media has around you and ask you for outlines, even
though you haven't talked to them in months.
Philadelphia: Humm, let me get back to you
given him a scarlet letter "C" for child
People ask insanely detailed questions (of first on that one.
molester.
impression) like: "Is it in the furtherance of a
And just bow much money did Amy Fisher felony to drive the getaway car because you
7. Expressions 1 guarantee you will hear when
make off the rights to her T.V. movies? All believe the criminal may be holding your you get back:
daughter hostage?" People talk.
— I hated to leave Bermuda. Of course you
three major networks had their own
111
liliJl(I JjiMMMMMMMlllMMMWi
productions of title story. Has the media now You know who irks me: People who boo
Shawn Bradley— give the kid a chance.

biased any po.ssible further judicial hearings?

Finally, there is Tonya Harding and Nancy
Kerrigan. The news reports show fans of
Kerrigan calling for the arrest of Harding, or at
least the removal of H:u-ding from the Olympic
squad. Harding fans continue to believe in her
innocence. Will the real victim please stand?
No official charges have been raised against
Harding, but rumors call for an indictment by
the end of th e week.

4. Review Sessions. Generally worthless. I
probably should have told the First Years
before exams (Oh well). Last day review
classes are essential, especially when the
professor says "Don't worry about defeasible
fee estates, they're not on the exam." Review
sessions held after classes are over are
pointless. Generally someone more prepared
than you at that stage will ask an incredibly
detailed question which will completely
demoralize you because you aren't prepared at

the handbook that you must attend class
"regularly," but that gets us into a little
statutory construction. What is "regular
attendance?" 70%? 50%? 25%. Compounding
the problem are professors who do not take
attendance, but warn you because they think
you may have missed too many classes.
Further compounding the problem are
professors who warn some students but excuse
others. This policy is so fraught with
inconsistency, I consider it an institutional
failure. Professors should aimounce their own
attendance policies, then take roll (if they want
to) and enforce the policy across the board.
8. Grades. When you finally receive them,
there are a few things you should know.
— December grades don't count for First
Years.
— The true idiots are those who brag after
December exams and then choke in May.
— Only arrogant &*4%@s announce their
grades
— Grades do not indicate anyone's
individuality, creativity, intellect or intrinsic
value as a human being (yeah right).
You know what else I despise about the
attendance policy: I paid my money (too much
of it) and if I decide not to attend class, isn't
that my business. Treating us like high school
students only increases resentment, we are
adults who can decide whether or not to attend
class. Oh yeah, why are absences for job
interviews are blithely excused? As you see I
could probably keep going, but my editor told
me to stop.
9. The Importance of Grades. This is
specifically directed at the First Years because
by this time it's probably too late for almost
everyone e\se. Grades arc aV>so\\x\e\y esseYvX\?»V.

— I had a great time during break. Of course
you did.
— I need another couple of weeks. Of course
you do.
— I didn't want to come back. Of course you
didn't.
I didn't know the putt was going to break
towards the ocean.
Bottom line, if you didn't have fun during
break you are in serious need of a life
transpliuit.

(yeah right) they can guarantee you a $55,000
a year job. Of course that is limited to the top
10%. To those who are in the top 10% and
don't have a job, you must ask yourself what is
wrong with you? I encourage every First Year
to rededicate themselves to trying to achieve
the best possible grades. Of course people
outside the top 10% do find jobs (and some
great-paying jobs at that), but there is probably
no better way to find a job than to kick ass on
your May exams.

You know what I really despise:
Discriminatory attendance policies. It says in

TWELVE THINGSCont on Page 7

As lawyers, our jobs are no longer proving
oar cases in court, but also proving our cases to
the public. Whether this situation serves in the
best interest of justice is still to be seen, but

VCLS - Practical Experience in the Real World of Law

perhaps even that debate will be played out in
the courttoom... and in the media.
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by Erin Brenan
Thursday nights are my favorite nights and
its not because The Simpsons and Seinfeld are
on TV, nor is it because the Bank has a $10 all
you can drink special. It's my favorite night
because the day in court for VCLS is over and
I know that today, I, along with four other
Villanova Law students, have not only gained
valuable practical skills, but have done
something in the legal field that has helped
people, and maybe has saved someone from
future domestic abuse or even saved someone's
life.
Let me give you a glimpse into the bizarre
and intriguing world of the domestic abuse
area of VCLS. The whirl wind begins on
Tuesday moming. Kim Willis, Kim Toomey,
Don Gimpel, and Tina Newsome and I make
the long trek to scenic downtown Chester to
All pieces for the forum section of the next
Docket must be turned into the Docket Mailbox
by February 14, 1994, no later than 5:00 p.m.
Each letter must contain the name, address and
phone number of the author and must be typed,
or preferably, on disk. The Docket reserves the
right to refuse any piece based on size, and
requests that all pieces not exceed five double
spaced, typed pages. Any questions regarding
the policies or any other information regarding
the forum section can be answered by contacting
an editor of the Docket staff.

the Legal Aid Office. As we enter we are
greeted by our supervising attorney Patricia
Dubin and her right hand, paralegal Leticia
Buck. Pat has been involved in domestic
abuse cases since this past sunmier and Leticia
has been involved in this area for the past five
years. Our day begins quickly, we are told
how many clients are scheduled for the day
and a little bit about the facts of the cases. As
we are discussing the day's schedule, the
telephone rings, informing us that a client is
waiting. One of us grab her file (I am using
the female pronoun because 99% of our clients
are women), skim the contents and then lead
her into one of the interview rooms.
The interview process is one of the most
important aspects of VCLS. In the interview,
we must gather the necessary facts to
determine if the case has any merit, what type
of relief the client may be eligible to receive,
and what are the possible outcomes of the
case. During the interview process, we must
also assess how our client will be perceived as
a witness; will she be hostile, will she lose her
cool, will she be credible. We try to gather as
much information as we can because that
really is all the time we have with the client
before we have to litigate her case on
Thursday.
On Wednesday, we communicate with
opposing counsel or the respondents in attempt
to obtain an agreement before trial. We also

call our clients and inform them of any
changes in their cases and remind them to
bring the necessary papers, photographs, or
witnesses, if applicable. We are required to
call the Chester office to speak with either
Leticia or Pat to see if there are any messages
or if any respondents have come in and signed
agreements (We love when that happens).
On Thursday the fun really begins. It's very
chaotic. Each of us is running around trying to
get opposing counsel to compromise or
respondents to sign agreements. In addition,
we are trying to prep our clients who are going
to have to testify. One of us runs the list,
which means that we must learn what is
happening in each case that is before the judge
that day. The list runner announces the order
of the cases any many times must announce
the status of the cases to the judge, so each
must tell the list runner the status of their
cases. (It's pretty embarrassing if you call a
case and the judge asks you specific questions
about it, and you have no clue because it
wasn't your case). We usually have about an
hour or two to run around, and then the judge
takes the bench and the cases are heard.
At the start of the semester, we only handle
the dismissals, continuances, agreements and
brief testimony (cases in which the
respondents do not show up in court and only
the Petitioner testifies. Pat handles all of the
VCLS Continued on page 7
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'One of South Jersey's
Best-Kept Dining Secrets.'
- Philadelphia Inquirer

REOPENING MARCH 18. 1994!
ST. PATR1CK\S DAY WEEKEND
Featuring Traditional Irish Dishes
with a Complimentary Irish "Beverage "
Also an all NEW & IMPROVED MENU
serving you again simply the best.
Gourmet Dining at a NON-Gourmet Price.
Spring Hours: Fri. & Sat. 5 PM to 10 PM
Sunday Brunch 10 AM to 2 PM
330 - 96th Street. In Beautiful Downtown
STONE HARBOR
368-5800

property are two of the major issues facing the
new republic.
Extra-curricular activities also offered
unique experiences. Pop culture is limited:
bad American movies and outdated rock £md
roll. (The hippest rock band was ABBA, the
1970s Swedish foursome.) But Prague has
another type of night life. Plays and classical
concerts are cheap and abundant. A fringe
benefit to attending one might be to run into
the former play-write. President Havel, as a
classmate of Sally's did. The atmosphere is
very much small-town where all the players
know one another. No secret service agents
here! A visit to the court went beyond the
seeing the structure and figuring out the
mechanics. Students met and talked with
some of the justices of the Constitutional
Court. Since the Czech Republic is such a
small country, everyone has a story to tell of
the revolution. They are all eyewitnesses to
history.
The program also offered on opportunity to
see how joint international business ventures
work. Sally met American lawyers working
on business ventures for K-Mart and
McDonald's among other businesses. It was a

chance to see international law in practice.
But all was not law. The internationally
famous Bud Vur beer, the original Budweiser,
was made locally and cafes sold pints for 250.
Two dollars got you a meal and a pint. Side
trips on the weekends offered visits to such
oddities to a silver mine and a church
decorated with the bones of plague victims.
Fifty dollars paid for a trip to Poland including
train fare, hotel and food.
But before this begins to sound too much
like a travel advertisement, let's point out of a
few of the inconveniences of living in a "new
democracy." Like relying on a single
laundromat in the entire city of Prague. Or
seeing the soot that covers buildings from
decades of industrialization without pollution
controls. Or, for a non-smoker, dealing with
the fact that a large part of the population
smoke heavily. Or doing without the
numerous modem conveniences that are not
available and that we take for granted such as
band-aids.
Yet, despite these inconveniences, I could
not help but be a little envious of Sally's trip.
Somehow, hunched over a computer for the
entire summer does not compare to see the
making of a nation.

AIDS gUILT PERFORMANCES

"REMEMBRANCE
AND RENEWAL"
Villanova University
the Connelly Center

Mimi's Amore - The Originator of "Casual Elegance"

Wednesday 2/16 12:00p.m. and 5:00p.m.
Thursday 2/17 12:00p.m., 3:30p.m., and 7:00p.m.
Friday 2/18 9:00a.m. and 12:00p.m.
AclmissiQcy

Villanova Law School
BARRISTER'S BALL
- O.x'

February 18,1994
Valley Forge Sheraton

check the SBA bulletin boards
for more information
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Political Correctness: Codeword For Censorship
by Rhett Traband
It is rare that these pages are filled with
"academic" articles or articles that discuss
important/current sociopolitical events, and I
do not guarantee that this is such an article.
This article is a broadside, a salvo, on political
correctness ("PC"). It is intended to set forth
my viewpoint and to encourage debate.
Thanks to PC: The Los Angeles Times will no
longer allow the term "Dutch Treat" to be
published as it implies that the Dutch are a
cheap, miserly nation. Before a Philadelphia
Eagles football game, a group of
environmentalists protested the use of the
nickname "Eagles" because the American Bald
Eagle was a threatened species. (I'm not sure
what they were protesting, but I just report the
news.) One United States Senator protested the
show "Beavis and Butthead," arguing that it
was too violent for children (although this
Senator had never seen an episode of "Beavis
& Butthead."). Congress initiated hearings on
videogames— the purpose was to curb the
violence of such videogames, (similar hearings
on television and the movies have also taken
place). A group of students on a university
campus confiscated an entire press run of a
school newspaper because they felt the paper
was openly hostile to them and it was about to
publish a divisive article (although no one saw
the article because every paper was seized). A
West Chester University professor was denied
tenure because he allegedly included in his
syllabus: "All foreign students are expected to
be generally articulate and easily
understandable in . . . English." (pretty harsh
stuff).
Political correctness is an insidious ideology
that believes in orthodoxy and harmonious
coexistence as the prime goal of society.
Although it is impossible to describe all of
PC's faces, some of its most repressive facets
are: speech codes, hate speech laws,

^confiscation of speech material and diversity
indoctrination. PC is just a synonym for
suppression of free speech. While we can
disagree on what is speech, we must agree that
free speech is the most important liberty that
United States citizens or residents have.

Free speech is essential to a democratic
society. Without it disagreement and
individuality will wither. Free speech means
that no matter how ridiculous, absurd or
unseemly the speech may be, it may be said.
Once speech is communicated, it is open to
debate. J submit that each restriction on
speech, no matter how minor, aggregates to
limit and encroach on our basic right to free
speech.
PC is harmful for several reasons: First,
PC conceals true thoughts, thereby making it
more difficult to educate or ostracize. If
speech codes gain more of a foothold, they
will force bigots and racists to conceal their
true thoughts. If true thoughts are concealed
you cannot easily see or fight prejudice.
Imagine if the KKK concealed its hateful
speech. They would still walk among us, but
no one would know of their hatred. You
cannot educate them nor can you prepare for
them. Everyone should be encouraged to lay
their cards on the table.
Second, PC assumes that there is a single
orthodoxy. There are many moral codes—^it
is impossible to agree on a set of
morals/values that are mutually agreeable.
My fear is that government or those who
exercise governmental authority believe they
can divine the correct orthodoxy. My
response to that is that: you don't know what
values I cherish and I can guarantee that you
probably don't share all of my values. Stay
out of the morals game. That is what in part
motivates separation of church and state.
After all, the pilgrims fled England because
diverse thoughts, morals and religions were
punished. Do not believe that we are so
"enlightened" that we may author a single
moral code.
Third, PC is defended because it harms the
listener. This is also known as the freedom
from insult. WRONG. There are several
problems with this justification. 1) How do
we objectively determine when a person is
hurt or offended? 2) In many instances, I do
not know that my speech will offend you. I
cannot always be certain of how you will
perceive my speech. I also cannot be
responsible in these instances for how you

take my speech. 3) There are some
words/phrases/symbols that have an
unmistakably harmful meaning, yet not all
people similarly situated are offended by the
speech. Thus if this patently offensive speech
is communicated and offends one person or two
or ten, must it be proscribed? Is the test
whether it insults the majority? Or whether it
insults at all? Such freedom would be
wonderful, but it covers the hurt that we must
face at some point in our life. It is far easier to
expose the person who communicates the
patently offensive speech to public criticism
and ridicule.
Insults and epithets are valuable speech.
They expose prejudices, they allow an
emotional outlet for the speaker and they harm
taking the place of physical violence. The
power to offend or insult is valuable, where the
gun or the fists cannot suffice, words will
succeed.
PC proponents often defend their methods
by analogizing their restrictions on speech to
other forms of speech that is validly proscribed,
such as libel, fraud or bribery. In the wonderful
tradition of legal scholarship I will attempt to
distinguish these laws. Proscribing false
statements of fact are necessary to prevent
further action based on the falsehood and it is
possible to define truth. Insults are generally
opinions. Insults may induce action, but it is
not in reliance on the speech, rather action is
provoked by the speech. Insults that are lies
and can be disproven can be punished using
existing slander and libel laws, (the injury
component is always satisfied by insults).
There is also a difference between punishing
speech that has already occurred and
proscribing speech before it is made. Prior
restraints are always more harmful than
punishment for speech that has already been
made because prior restraints conceal prejudice
and they leave society unsure as to what speech
is allowed and what is not. Proscribed speecb
also requires an added component, usually
intent, before it may be punished. There are no
strict liability laws (that I know of) for speech.
You must prove the speaker's intent. We
should agree that it is usually difficult to prove
a speaker's intent (as a recent incident should

WELCOME TO SEAVILLE (Seaville Revisited, What's the Fuss II)
By: T. John Forkin
I felt obliged to respond to the last Docket
article which was in turn a response to the
original "Welcome to Seaville" article. Well,
first off the article was not originally titled
"Seaville a place for all students." There was a
mix-up in the editing; it should have been
"Welcome to Seaville". Seaville is not a place
for all students.
For those students wondering what the hell
is up with this, the article was about the
infamous C+ median. I merely wanted to
welcome the IL's to "Seaville", AKA
Villanova Law School. Seaville itself is a
place in South Jersey that I pass through to get
to Villanova. The analogy was in the "passing
through"; we are all passing through these
walls. So why do I care about the C+ median;
I'm a second semester Third Year! Well, for
some odd reason I do care as do a number of
other students that there is a consistent whine
when the grades come out - "C+ ?!"
The original Seaville article was slammed in
the last Docket with the major gripe that
Villanova Law hurts its students by giving out
the C+ on the most "generous" scale. An
interesting sidebar in the response article was
that "while this does not hurt the Villanova
Law Student/Alum in PA, NY, NJ, DE, MA,
MD, or D.C., it does in the Western and
Southern states." Nice concession.
Let's analyze this argument. O.K. Villanova
Law should inflate their grading policy to cater
to those disgruntled individuals leaving the
great Northeast for greener legal pastures in the
South and West.
Alright, more B's, B+'s and A's, cool! Now
you can venture to the other regions confident
that your grades are bitchin' and you won't
have to/ Well, you don't have to be Einstein to
figure that each action has an equal and
opposite reaction. Gee, does that mean.

perhaps, that there will be more C's, C-'s, D's
and F's? Hmmmm?
The next complaint was, "I didn't know
about Villanova Law's C+ median before I
came here, it's not fair!" And "where I came
from, they don't know about Villanova or how
tough they are."
Hmmm, let's think about this. The vast
majority of all law students not just at
Villanova attend schools in the state or region
in which they want to practice (except the
Ivy's). It is there they leam some of the law
in the jurisdiction in which they will practice.
More importantly, they will make friends with
future lawyers who will be their associates
and colleagues, working with them and
sending them cases. These friendships will
prove beneficial for all, just ask your average
alum.
This is not to say that there is anything
wrong in going far and away in search of a
law school. I have friends who went to
U.C.S.D., Stanford, and Pepperdine. But after
they graduated, some remained there, got
married, and are raising families. SOme came
home and did the same. They learned, and
applied their learning to live.
So what about Villanova as a "National
Law School?" Can it be done within the
scope of its "strict" grading policy? Well, if
you reallv look at the growing prestigious
alunmi and the IL class, I would say we are
on our way.
What do grades mean anyway? A label?
A trophy of accomplishment for writing a
good examination? Hell, Penn doesn't really
give good grades! What's up with that? So
what's all the fuss about the grades? Well,
they are coming out soon, very soon. Break
out the Depends and the Motrin. As the 2nd
and 3rd years know, piercing the C+ veil is a
supreme challenge, but so it the satisfaction

once it is achieved.
I submit, to not only the IL's, but to the
entire student body that your grades and rank
should not be a concern. Reidly. The benefit
you get is from the effort you put into the
lessons learned. Concern yourself with
learning and things will happen.
Keeping things in perspective, law school
only provides us with the foundation on which
we build the structure in which we live our
lives. And if the foundation is solid, the
structure is always being expanded and the
more meaning and purpose is there.
Look at the Commonwealth Court Judge
and nationally renown family law attorney
Sandra Schultz Newman or former
Philadelphia Mayor William Green, or
Congressman Matthew McHugh or current
Philadelphia Mayor Ed Rendell. All
Villanova Law Alum and all could be
"classified" as the "average" Villanova Law
Student. There are many prestigious aliim
who were also "average", but a list is too
extensive and I am a lazy writer.
On the whole the strict grading policy is
not really "strict" per se, rather it yields a high
standard. So, where is all this going? Well,
when grades come out, there are some things
you must remember:
1. They really don't matter.
2. The senior students hate to hear all the
complaining.
3. Real judges don't use bluebooks
4. A students become justices and the B
students will fork for the C students.
5. Fall grades are only 25%.
6. School is an obstacle to keep you from your
dreams.
7. People need near lawyers, not inflated alsorans.
8. Your classmates are some of the best and

SEAVILLE Continued on page 7

,prove).
I won't address the recent incident at VLS,
as I know too little of the facts to comment on
the situation. I do disagree with Dean
Frankino's response because I do not believe
this was an institutional failure. People who
intend to insult another person, race, class,
gender, etc., should be subject to their
deserved punishment—social ostracism.
People who suppress speech also deserve
punishment.
Dean Frankino: the institution had nothing
to do with any insult, regardless of intent.
People's thoughts and emotions and humor
caimot be regulated nor should they be. VLS
has no role in this matter, it neither sponsored
nor provoked the speech. I am offended that
you apologized. If you are speaking in a
personal capacity, then I applaud your action.
If you are speaking as a representative of an
institution which I in some small way fund,
then I condemn you. Groupthink is an
insidious concept that will undermine society
more than it stabilizes it.
One justification that has been attributed to
you was that such behavior was not
"professional." I wholeheartedly age, but this
institution is hardly professional. Much of the
behavior by both faculty and students is
unprofessional, yet it does not qualify as an
institutional failure. This is a school which
teaches its students many aspects of
professionalism. As such, students rarely act
in a professional manner.
Free speech can not be undermined. I will
close with two quotes which more accurately
support my position than I can. Civil rights
activist Henry Louis Gates, Jr. quoted Justice
Hugo Black as saying: "Another such victory
and I am undone." Although today we
proscribe speech that has Uttle value to society,
tomorrow we may proscribe speech that is
central to our democratic society.
; Finally, "If there is any fixed star in our
constitutional constellation, it is that no
official, high or petty, can prescribe what shall
be orthodox in politics, nationalism, religion,
or other matters of opinion." Stay out of my
free speech! If anyone cares to respond or
correct me, please do.

The Intellectual Property
Society Presents...
Professors
Perritt and Lurie
Hearings on Protection of
Intellectual Property in the
National Information
Infrastructure

Wednesday,
February 9, 1994
in Room 2
11:40 - 12:30

THE DOCKET
WILL HAVE A GENERAL
STAFF MEETING ON
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH |
AT 5:00P.M.
ALL STAFF OR STUDENTS
INTERESTED IN WRITING FOR |
THE DOCKET SHOULD
ATTEND.
FOR MORE INFORMATION,
CONTACT NATHAN
MURAWSKY
AT THE DOCKET, RM 34
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BIG FIVE UPDATE: THE PUSH TO MARCH MADNESS
by Mark S. Reed
On a rare night all Big Five teams were in
action with a double header at the Spectrum
and a game in Connecticut. The January 25th
Big Five double header illustrated that Temple
and Penn are the cream of the crop. In the
opener Perm faced LaSalle and took command
of the game from the onset, weathered a heroic
LaSalle comeback and held on to win with 6660 two huge defensive plays. With the win
Penn upped their record to 11-2 and are posed
to possibly win 25 games because of the very
weak Ivy league competition. Look for Penn
to get one of the highest seeds for a Ivy league
team in the last twenty years when the round
of 64 is picked. Penn with the talented Jerome
Allen (17- points) and the dependable Matt
Maloney (14-points) have gotten surprised
scoring from Barry Pierce (16-points). The
three are complemented by Eric Moore (9points), Tim Krug and Shawn Trice (both 8points) and give the Quakers the most
balanced offensive team in the Big Five.
In the second game Temple (the class of the
city) broke open a close game early in the

second half to beat snake-bitten Saint Joseph's
by a 60-46 score. The tenth ranked Owls (122) with its methodical play looks unbeatable at
this stage, but have to hope that they have not
peaked too early. Temple's fearsome twosome
of Aaron McKie and Eddie Jones have been
good as advertised and have flourished under
the direction of point guard Rick Brunson.
With a year to mature, the front court rotation
of William Cunningham, Derrick Battie, and
Jason Ivey already proficient in defense and
rebounding has improved offensively. It
seems that the only thing that could prevent
Temple from going deep in March Madness is
injuries to any of the above-mentioned players
because the Owls lack depth. The one player
that Temple can not afford to lose is Brunson
who is the glue that holds this team together.
Unfortunately, the third best team in the
city is not a member of the Big Five and the
other members of the Big Five are sub-.500
teams. Out of all of the remaining teams, Saint
Joe's seem to be the next best team in the city.
With all five starters returning and a NIT
berth, this was the season that Hawk fans were

waiting for. In a season that can only be called
the "Year of No Bernard" the Hawks have
been hit hard by the injuries to their two
Bernards (Blunt and Jones). Even before the
season started, Jones was lost for the season
with a reoccurring injury to his knee. Then in
a game against Arizona Blunt was gone on a
freak non-contact play when he went in for a
layup. Now mighty-mite Mark Bass is slowed
by a nagging foot injury forcing him to miss
the last two games. Seniors Carlin Warley and
Rap Curry have to continue to play
impressively for the remainder of the season
and hope the rest of the team catches fire come
A-10 tournament time. It seems that the
Hawks with a 7-8 record will have to win the
A-10 tournament to qualify for that elusive
NCAA bid which is unlikely.
A new star is bom in the Big Five in the
form of super soph Kerry Kittles. He and
freshmen Jason Lawson and Alvin Williams
have created excitement on the Main Line
again. The Wildcats (6- 8) look to have a good
foundation in those three players and will
continue to take their lumps. While Villanova

has played over its head in a number of games
with its grit and determination, it has not been
enough to get them over the hump in the
majority of their games. In just about every
game Villanova looks overmatched especially
its last two games. The Cats also need to win
their post-season conference title to qualify for
the field of 64, but is unlikely.
LaSalle (8-9) who made a valiant effort
against Temple before they fell too short have
played better than expected. Their high
scoring backcourt of Kareem Townes and Paul
Burke has been sensational to say the least.
Their front court of Jasper Van Teeseling,
Derrick Newton, and Terqun Mott after a slow
start has began to gell. If the front court
continues to progress the Explorers could be a
dangerous team and has the best chance of
postseason play of the sub-.500 teams.
LaSalle's best chance of going to the round of
64, like St. Joe's and Nova, is to win their
conference (Midwestern Collegiate) post
season tournament because the MVCC is the
weaker conference than St. Joe's or Nova's.

FTSP BY STEVE ODABASH IAN
rv/d-f' - 5o - C, yj't I

TWELVE THINGS Cont from Page 3
You know what I really like; chocolate
mousse pie; Barbecued Chicken over a salad
with hoisin dressing; Peking duck; Ribs;
Fettuccine Alfredo; Pesto; and aren't you
hungry about now.
10. New Year's Resolutions:
1) No more making fun of people with
restraining orders placed on them.
2) No more gossiping (oops already broke that
one).
3) No more making fun of Notre Dame (yeah,
right)
4) No more making of fun of Career Services
(about to break that one)
5) Give up drinking (It sounds good on paper)
6) Register for the Draft (Is it too late)
7) Start paying back my loans! (one penny at a
time)
8) Not drink at graduation (This assumes I'll
break Number 5 before then)
9) Publish!
10) Stop being angry (only if I can come up
with a new format for this column)
You know what bothered me about the New
Year's Day Bowls: That we missed our flight
to Tempe. To play without pride is a disgrace.
That people who worship cheese won the Rose
Bowl. That there is a national champion— no
team deserves it. Sure the Damers beat Florida
State, but it was at home and then they lost to
BC. Sure Florida State played the toughest
schedule and beat some good teams, but they
lost in the biggest game of the year and they
barely beat a Big Eight team. Sure Auburn
went undefeated, but they were over the salary
cap. Sure West Virginia, oh sorry they got
thrashed. So who's Number One? Much as it
pains me to say it—Penn.
11. New Year's wishes:
1) A job
2) A closer for the Phils (and a World Series)
3) A good recruiting class for the Canes and
some pride
4) A bad year for any team from New York,
Boston, South Bend, State College, Los
Angeles and Morgantown
5) A title for John Chaney
6) A healthy Eric Lindros

7) Stability in Russia
8) An impeached Governor of New Jersey
9) The death of Political Correcmess
10) Justice
12. Job Search Front: Extremely Quiet. Most
firms are too busy enjoying their roast beast to
take the time to reject me.
Friday December 3-1 read the Docket editorial
and cackle out loud. Our Career Services is
topnotch? Far be it from me to criticize and
perhaps this is just misguided anger, but...
First, I haven't seen Career Services take any
extra measures to aid students in their job
search. In tough economic times, career
services' organizations must take extraordinary
measures and not maintain the status quo. I
haven't seen these extraordinary measures.
Second, I haven't personally benefitted from
any of Career Services' programs. So is our
Career Services, competent? Yes. Is our
Career Services good? Probably. Is our
Career Services top-notch? No.
Thursday December 9- I receive a rejection
letter for a summer job. Of course I applied
for a job there last summer.
Tuesday December 21- While in the can I
calculate that I am carrying around over
$83,000 in debt. I become extremely bitter. I
really don't want people who are debtfree (not
of their own doing) to complain about not
having a job.
VOLS Continued from page 3
trials involving opposing counsel, since those
situations are the most difficult cases, while
the intern who worked on the case sits next to
her.
As the semester progresses, we will present
the cases with opposing counsel and Pat will
sit beside us, usually passing notes and telling
us when to object and why we are objecting.
Sometimes she tells us to object and we do,
then much to our dismay, the judge asks us on
what ground and occasionally we are clueless.
Pat???, we whisper. Then she'll usually handle
it or we will use the catch-all reason,
irrelevant???. Towards that end of the
semester, Pat is no longer sitting next to us.
Now, we really get to play lawyer. It's so

Procifi4.ure.

exhilarating and frightening, but at this point
we are ready, or at least we hope so. Plus we
know that in a really sticky situation we can
always runs to Pat and she'll help us out. The
judges are also aware that we are students and
they usually try not to let the opposing counsel
bully us too much.
Just a quick word on the clientele. The
majority of the clients are from low income
families, they are usually young and about
99% of them are women, although there have
been a few men. This fall semester, we have
dealt with three male clients, a few minor
clients, a mentally retarded client, many
dysfunctional clients and many everyday
people who are caught up in bad situations.
Now, that you have a glimpse of the VCLS
world, I hope those of you who are interested
in public advocacy work, or just want "real"
trial practice consider enrolling in VCLS.
Only third years are able to be intems for the
domestic abuse area because of the need to
participate in trials. If you are interested in
this program, you may enroll during the
summer before your third year, or during your
third year, but you need all day Tuesday and at
least 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 available on Thursdays.
SEAVILLEContinued from page 6
an d brightest of their undergrads, as are you.
(Go with me on this one.)
9. There is nothing brief about the briefs.
10. Always remember why to came to law
school; to make a difference. Carpe Diem,
cause you snooze you lose.
Note:
Villanova Law bar pass rate - 98.5%
Villanova Law employment status within 6
months of graduation - 95.6%
These statistics are among the highest in the
country. What is the fuss? Leam to live and
live to leam. RELAX!
SIXERS Cont from page 8
Leckner (10-16).
Of course, these
distributions are contingent upon how well the
player is contributing that night. For example,
if Perry is in one of those games where he is
hitting the three, increase his minutes. Come

free agent and draft time, the Sixers will have a
better idea of whether they need a Grant,
Marming or a Glenn Robinson as their power
forward, a Jason Kidd as their point guard or a
Yinka Dare or Eric Montrose as their center.
Also they will be in a better position to see
if they really need Homacek or not. If they
don't need him, they can trade Homacek once
the season has concluded and the lottery order
has been established for a high 1st rounder
(possibly grab a Grant Hill) to be their
shooting guard. A riskier altemative is trade
Homacek now, but it would not make much
sense because the Sixers wouldn't really have
enough to go by (as far as evaluating the talent
and the needs of the team) to make a wellinformed trade. Also, with the playoff race so
wide open, it would be foolish to take a chance
and trade a top player like Homacek to a team
either makes the playoffs or ends up not
having a high draft position. The only benefit
that is derived from trading Homacek now is
that it would give Sean Green an opportunity
to play and see what he has; if he can't cut it,
bring back 2nd round draft pick Alphonso
Ford or Thomas Hill or a shooting guard from
the CBA. If the Sixers get blown away by a
trade offer involving a good top player and a
draft pick, then make the trade, if not there is
no need to pull the trigger.
Another benefit that the 76ers derive from
trading Homacek for a high talented draft pick
is that they get a whole lot younger in a hurry
(see Dallas Cowboys). If all three rookies gell
as starters and the Sixers wind up trading
Homacek for that stud young shooting guard
(Grant Hill), the Sixers are pointed in the right
direction . . . progress. The Sixers should
name Weatherspoon captain of the team before
the start of next season because he has earned
it and he feels that he is being appreciated by
management. Realizing that the last time the
Sixers tried to bring freshness to the team
backfired (see Charles Barkley), the Sixers
need to make the transition from stagnation.
Maybe the Dallas Cowboys ideology of getting
bad before getting good can work for this
Philadelphia team.
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DOCKUM
NEW YEAR'S
FOR A YOUTH IVIOVEIVIENT
twofold: the kids earn their lumps by playing
By Mark S. Reed
It is about time for the Sixers to start and the Sixers have a more
playing for the future. They need to experienced and deeper bench
acknowledge that they are a relative young that can be called upon when
team (minus Moses Malone, Johnny Dawkins, trouble arises. The Sixers
Jeff Homacek and Orlando Woolridge) going Brass (Coach Freddy Carter,
no where fast and for this team to mature they GM Jimmy Lyman and Owner
need to play their younger players. The Sixers Katz have to be patient and
have three rookies straight out of college (1st
stick with that line-up for the
rounders Shawn Bradley and Greg Graham duration of the season or the
benefits will not come to
and free agent Warren Kidd) on their roster
who have the potential of being the foundation fruitation. After the season is
of the Sixer's rebirth. Why not use them. It is over, the Sixers Brass will be
doing the team and especially the fans a in a better position to elevate
teams
strengths,
disservice if the team continues to go two steps their
forward and three steps back by their present weaknesses and ultimately
ideology on how the team will succeed. The their needs.
Kidd who is a better
fans of this city have waited too long to see the
Sixers management put a legitimate contender rebounder than Perry, but
on the floor. Instead of going with a different lacks the scorers mentality,
line-up every so often (which only show will only become better scorer
success in the short-term) to see what works, by playing in the games and
why not plan for the future and play the not just in practice. While the
rookies. This way the fans will see that the juror is still out on Kidd as an
Sixers are playing for the long term in terms of NBA starting power forward,
building and sustaining a winner. Perhaps the jury is in on Perry's claim
owner Harold Katz should concentrate more to be one and it's is a
on the product on the floor than where this resounding no. Let the Kidd
swim or drown this season
product is being played.
What this team needs to do is see if these with that opportunity as a
youngsters have the ability to play in the NBA; starter, this way there will be
it serves no one's purpose if they continue to conclusive evidence on
sit on the bench and don't play quality minutes. whether he can handle it or
With stud power
The only way to find out if they can play in the not.
i^NBA is to start them and see tf 4iey'«aiir c«t k. ><fMwaids like Horace Grant of
The Sixers should acknowledge what the rest the Bulls and Danny Manning
of the league already knows; Dana Barros, of the Clippers out on this
Tim Perry and Orlando Woolridge are role upcoming free agent market,
players, so why continue to start them or give the 76ers can not afford to
them more minutes than the youngsters. The spend money needlessly.
benefits of starting the three rookies along with They have to determine if the
Clarence Weatherspoon and Jeff Homacek are power forward position is a position they need

to address in free agency or the draft by
exhausting their existing
products. Graham, another
untested team member, has
the potential of being a
starter for the Sixers, but
the Sixers will never know
unless they unshackle him
from the depths of the
Sixers bench. We already
know that Graham has
discipline and tolerance by
playing for General Bobby
Knight the past few years;
if Bobby trusts him with
the rock how can the Sixers
not. Barros has played
well enough to command at
least twenty to twenty-five
minutes a night, but let him
do it off the bench. He is
in the last year of his
contract and has the ability
to play either of the guard
positions, but not as a
starter. This allows the
Sixers to evaluate him in
his true role (as a
significant backup) to see if
they really need to resign
him.
Bradley, who was selected
before Jamal Mashbum (20
points a game) and
» Anfertiee Hardaway (15points, 5 rebounds, and 6assists a game) is supposed
to be the cornerstone of the
franchise. By the way,
Bradley was also the player
that the 76ers decided was
more valuable than Chris Webber and his 17-

EACLES, The Year in Review
by George R. Tsakataras
It was a season that began with great
promise only to snap back into reality one
miserable Sunday in the Meadowlands. Still,
the end of the season gave rise to the "hope
that swells eternal" for next year. Overall, I'd
give the Eagles' 8-8 season what we call
average here at Villanova, a C+.
Head coach Rich Kotite, while getting a D
in talent/free-agent evaluation - Michael
Carter, Keith "offside" Millard, Erik
McMillan, Reid Nichols, Ken O'Brien - gets
an overall B- for play calling and motivation
for keeping a team with every reason to quit in
almost every game playing hard. Give
defensive co-ordinator Bud Carson an A for
excellent halftime adjustments and
transforming a weak line into a very
respectable defense.
Offensively, I give the Eagles a B. The
first four weeks of the season they were
awesome. Randall Cunningham was hot and
gets whatever one quarter of an A+ is. Then
came Bubby. Not as good as you saw against
the Jets, not as bad as against the Steelers. Did
you know he set an all-time Eagles record for
lowest interception rate and was the NFC's
third ranked passer? Bubby gets a B. Ken
O'Brien wins the Pat Ryan Clunker Award
with an F. The line gets a B and, for the first
time since the Vermeil Era, can properly be
called a team strength. Herschell Walker (B+)
re-emerged as an overall threat running and
catching 60-1- passes (you read it here in the
beginning of November to look for Herschell
to catch more balls and even to expect to see
some of him at wide receiver). At wide

receiver Calvin Williams (B+) emerged as a
budding star with a career year. Next year
look out with Victor Bailey (C+) who had a
solid rookie and the return of Fred Barnett.
Michael Young (C) did the job as a reserve

receiver, James Lofton (D) did not. At tight
end, Mark Bavaro (A) reminded us of how the
position should be played. Credit him for
bestowing the Eagles with an ounce of
credibility on the free agent market.
On special teams, the coverages were good
(B), returns were sub par (C- for Sikahema).
Jeff Feagles' punting was excellent (B). The

kicking game (Bahr/Ruzek D+) needs
improvement
Overall, the defense gets a C. The line gets
a collective D for the elephantine rushing lanes
created by opposing offensive lines and the
first time glory it brought to second string
running backs. The linebackers were the
collective strength of the team again. Seth
Joyner (B+) was Pro-Bowl quality. Byron
Evans (B) was dependable as usual. William
Thomas (B-) emerged with a superb final
quarter season. In the secondary Eric Allen
(A) was, I believe, the team MVP. Steve
Sabol, head of NFL Films who some say
watches more film than head coaches, called
Allen's interception return against the Jets the
best he'd seen - EVER. This is from a man
who's introduced and seen just about every
NFL highlight film ever made. At the other
corner, McMillan/Smith earns a solid C+.
Rich Miano (C) is a good cover guy, bad
tackier but that's been O.K. with Wes Hopkins
and Andre Waters (B's, for old times' sake)
around, two of the hardest hitting, surest
tackling safeties the Eagles have ever had.
If the Eagles sign Clyde Simmons and Seth
Joyner (their agent says it can be done) look
for a healthy Eagles team to be exciting and
competitive. I hope they do, but why sign
Clyde for $3.5M now when $4M then would
have gotten Reggie? Playoffs? Who knows?
They'd have been there this year but for a
James Lofton drop at the five yard line vs. the
Dolphins or a missed gimme field goal against
the Bills. For now though, give in to "the hope
that swells etemal in the human breast" and
look forward to next year.

points and 9-rebounds a game. Compare those
players statistic with those of Bradley's (less
than 10-points, 6-rebounds and only 3-blocks a
game) and decide for yourselves if the Sixers
made the choice in selecting Bradley. Either
way, it does not matter, because the choice has
been made and we have to stick with it, so for
the kid's sake, let's support him and be patient.
However, if I'm picking up his $44 million+
check, he would be playing close to 35-40
minutes a game for me, I guess Harold is a
gracious guy. GM Lyman and Coach Carter
"whose jobs are both rumored to be on the line
can not afford to be too patient with Bradley
and have to at least play him 30 minutes a
game whether its garbage time or at crucial
times. Bradley, who looks good one night and
bad the next, seems to have the potential to be
a real stud in the middle.
He needs to
continue to work on his hook shot which if
perfected can be impossible to block and his
shot blocking skills. Blocked shots was the
one statistical category that you would think
Bradley would be consistent is pitifully
inconsistent. It seems that he is giving a good
effort night in and night out, but his
productivity does not show that.
So a backcourt of Graham and Homacek
and a front court of Weatherspoon and Kidd at
forwards and Bradley at center, the Sixers will
have an opportunity to grow and better
evaluate their needs. The minutes should be
distributed as follows to the backcourt rotation
of Homacek (34-42), Graham (30-35), Barros
(20-25) and Johnny Dawkins (12-18) when he '
returns from the injured reserve list. The
minutes should be distributed as follows to the
forward rotation as follows: Weatherspoon
(38- 44), Kidd (30-35), Perry (15-20),
Woolridge (10-15). The minutes for the center
rotation should be as follows: Bradley (3238), Malone (10-16 every other game).

IN CASE OF
BAD
WEATHER
The school closing
code number for the
Villanova University
School of Law is 471.
The Graduate Tax
Program has a
separate code number
(2-471) as does the
University (which
does not always
follow the same
inclement weather
closing decisions as
the Law School).

